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My Prayer for Peace and Love
Let me live in the moment, my Lord
Let me spread my wings and fly
Let me overcome my fears
Let me love again.
By the dust of your earth | was given form
By your breath | was given life
By your wisdom was | given thought
By your love | was given heart
From your great unknown, the wonder of my soul
From the wonder of my soul, my reverence
From my reverence, mention of your name
From mention of your name, my destiny
Deny me not the power of glory
Deny me not the stirring in my soul
Deny me not the endlessness of time
Deny me not of true Love.
Let me live in the moment my Lord
Let me spread my wings and fly
Let me overcome my fears
Let me Love again.
Let me Love the right. Love my Lord.
~ By Crystal

Anti-Shoplifting Program
Wanda Cosman wrapped up another anti-
shoplifting program designed to increase
awareness of the consequences of the crime
- both for the accused and their victims. “It's
to make them really think and to tell them
that shoplifting is just not tolerated,” she
explained. Her presentation includes a video
depicting what happens to children who steal
a few items from a store — from their arrest to
sentencing.
She also distributes a booklet to students
entitled, “Shoplifting...The Crime of the
Century.” The publication contains a
shoplifting scenario, puzzles and exercises
with anti-shoplifting themes. Since 2003, the
program has been presented in 71 schools
and has reached 3771 students, along with
their teachers. Our supply of books is now
depleted. An application for funding has
been sent to the NB Children’s Foundation
and we expect to hear back in late August.
We appreciate the substantial donation from
Irving Oil Ltd. However, letters were sent to
125 other businesses in the greater Saint
John area asking for their support, with very
disappointing results. It would be a great loss
to the community if this program had to be
cancelled due to lack of funding.

Other Ongoing Programs
We have continued to organize several programs other than the anti-shoplifting and Mother Child

Read Aloud. Every other Monday night, we conduct a crafts session or bingo evening at the SURCC.
On Wednesday evenings we bring out Taffy for Pet Therapy. He loves the pampering and the
women love him too! At Christmas, through generous donations, we were able to provide gifts for
the women prisoners to send to their children. The month of May saw another celebration of
Mother’s Day and Elizabeth Fry week with carnations and an ice cream social: a good time was had
by all. We are in the Saint John Courts to assist the women and their families and offer support and
resources. Mentoring services and one on one sessions with the women are a key aspect of our
work. Aside from visiting the SURCC on a weekly basis, we visit the Nova Institution in Truro, NS

three times a month.
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New Helpers
This year we have a summer student, Melody Beers, who is in her fourth

year at the University of New Brunswick, is joining us for an eight-week work
term. She is currently doing a BA with a double major in History and Law in
Society. She will be assisting with court and office work.

Erin McLaughlin, a past summer student has joined us on an Outreach
Worker on contract. Erin has recently finished her Bachelor of Arts at St.
Thomas University with a Major in Criminology, Minor in Human Rights, and
Special Interest in Native Studies. Erin plays an active role meeting with
women in the community, at the SIRCC and in the provincial court room.
Erin also dedicates many hours searching for funding for our current
programs, as well as new ideas for programs that are much needed in the

SRR Do Qur Purpose and Mission
\ \ To offer support to women and girls in conflict with the law, and to help their

families.

To facilitate communication among groups and individuals working with women in
the criminal justice system.

To encourage and to develop public awareness and understanding of issues

W concerning women in conflict with the law.

What Qur Volunteers Do
E.Fry advocates and lobbies for women
incarcerated at the SURCC and Nova
Institution through letter-writing and
telephoning. Upon request we contact parole

officers, probation officers, family members, Mother Child Read Aloud
lawyers, judges, family members and For the past six years, E.Fry has been offering this
government officials. We also attend many valuable program to the women in the SJIRCC and the
hearings and meetings with the women to Nova Institution in Truro, NS. The program allows
provide support. E.Fry assists the reintegration mothers to read to their children via the use of tape
of women by helping them obtain employment recorder; thus helping to create a bond that has been
and adequate housing. E.Fry volunteers also compromised during their incarceration. It helps to
staff our office: mailing/editing letters, reinforce their unconditional love for their children
transcribing minutes, writing reports, recruiting despite the current situation. The children benefit
more volunteers, answering the phone, writing greatly by hearing their mothers read and it comforts
proposals for funding and grants and them. Mothers choose new storybooks to read, and
completing the newsletter. E.Fry Saint John the tape, book, batteries and Walkman are sent to the
has a presence at the SURCC three times per child and the caregiver. We have received a grant
week and also travels to the Nova Institution to from the Saint John United Way to assist with this
do the Read Aloud Program and to provide program at the SJRCC. The program is costly but
one on one sessions with the women. certainly worth our time and effort. We are always
accepting donations of new children’s story books for
this program.

E.Fry Saint John hosted Kim Pate, Executive Director of the Canadian Association of Elizabeth Fry
Societies, at a well-attended workshop on April 17, 2008. The theme was “Mobilize the Community —
Developing Resources in our Communities that will Provide Alternatives to Incarceration for Women.” She
spoke about the criminalization of women with mental iliness and how some of them find themselves
incarcerated due to lack of community support. We look forward to having Kim Pate with us in the near
future to conduct another workshop.
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